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Back Wild Fish Runs

An East BAY group of fishermen

‘and Environmentalisis are moving

ard with effons (o requm the wild

runs of Chingok and steelhead 1 Al
Creek,

The creek rung through Niles Cap-

¥on near Sunpl,
There have beeq argements paet
thai no nutive Chinook saimon

* or steeihead (trout) inhabit Alameda

Creek. “The fisham there,” statas feff

Miller, 2 member of the group, Ey.
€Ty wet vear both have been seen in
the creek and the group has documep-
tdion and will ha moqitoring the
Sitecam this winter 10 gbtain more
documentation, '

He said a Chinook was spotted in
Alameda Creek on Thanksgiving Day

iBg 10 swim upstream. The body

“of the three foor, 25 pound salmon

was found later on g dry slah of ce-
ment, The Alameda Water District
had inflated jts dams ot 4 grucial peint
in the salmon's migration, cutti ng off
the water ffow, -

Miller said there are two prabloms
fish face in trying ta reach spawning
grounds, One is an structuret buiit
it the flood control channel, The 45
degree structore is about 172 feet high.
A fish laddar is needad 10 allow the
fish te negotiate jt,

The second is the inflatable rub.
ber dams the water district uses %o
diver water into nearby quarries. The
Wales is usexd (0 repienish the under-
ground water tabls, necessary to keep

salt watsr from intnading. Dhing high
waier flows, the flsh can swim up-
stream, However, the water diversion
prevents the fish from reaching
Spawning grounds, -

Miller said the group is working
with the water department to oy to
get & fish ladder instadled and to try
to retain g water flaw to the bay -
during seawning periods. The staei. )
head, unlike its cousin the raginbow
mont, migrates 1o the sea,

He said the first effort will be o
try to find a cooperative solution, If
that fails, the group will resost to Lhe -
legal system.

The stesthead was placed an the
federal theratcned species last sum.
mer, The listing gives the gmup ale-
gai basis to protect the fish,

He pointed out thete is currently a
healthy poputadon of steelhead in
Sunol Regional park. Tests have
shown they are the native species so
the gene ponl is thete to reestahlish a
stconger run,

The Chinook has also been listed
as threatened, but not to the south of
the Bay Bridge. Miller said fish and
game has indicated they don’t betieve
Chinook historically ran in Alameda
Creck, They refer to thase sean in the
creek as “lost” haschery fish. “The
fish shouold be io estab-
lish a run,” Miller sgid, .

He added that Alameda Creek i
listed as having supporied hisioric
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(continned froey PAga oBe)
:Iltc-ilhenﬂ‘, ccho m:jd Chinock salmaon

n% 10 the recantly released, "Spate
of the Esmar_y" repost. The it alsa
fotes there is an existing stealhead
TuR, size unknown,

_In 1989 Friengy of Alameda Creei
tried to reestablish the Chinook ang
stecthesd in Adamads Creek, Mitler
said they did not haye the: benafjt of
a federal listing at thar times =, ¢

There are 75 peaple whoi?:iun’g
io the proup; about one-third are fram
Fremont; another third from the T~
Vailey, the remaindsr from other ar-
<as of the Bast Bay,




