Alliance memiers
seek protection

for steelhead trout

By Kvistin Butler
BTAFF WAITER

FREMONT — Environmen-
lalists plan to lohby local,
county and federal agencies for
protecilon ol the federally
threstened steefhead irout al
several meetings this mouth.

Local fishermen and mem-
bers of the Alameda Creek All-
ance say they will ask Alameda
County Water DHstrict officials
at & meeting tonight to change
the way three inflatable dams
on the creek are operated. The
bioard will not voke on the tssue,

Allance Bctivists also have
plans tlis monih to meet with
the Alameda County Flood Con-
tro! Distriet and the U.5. Aoy
Corps of Engineers 1o talk
abeut buildtmg a fAsh ladder
near 4 concrete weir on the
eresk. )

And they will talk with the
San Francksen Water Depart-
menl o dizenss flow releases
from the agency’s reservoits in
the npper walershed [0 heip
young fish survive i the creek.

Sigelhead used to spawn o
Alameda Creek. But their routs
1s now blocked by the dams and
other obstacles, satd Jeff Miller,
an organtzer with the Alllance.
The water istrict raises the
dams during low flow periods {o
collect  water (4 replenish
grouidwatet supplles. .

Aciivisis have asked the dis-
iricl o Install {ish ladders on
the dams or fing angther way 10

WHATS NEXT

@ Mesting of the Alameda
County Water District-Board
of Directors

H When: 7 p.m. today

& Whera: 43885 5.
Grimmer Bivd., Fremorit

recharge groundwater supphes.
Miller satd.

Disirict offictals say they will
snntinue to explore ways (o help
the Nsh as long as ihey don'l
conflict with waker quality and

‘supply demands.

“We've contlated t0 eXpress a
willingness ... to detgrming
whether or not the ohstacles for
establishing a flshery can be
avercome.” sald FPaul Plraino,
peneral manager for the water
districl. "But we're talking
about public dollars here as
well a8 changes to cur cpera-
doms. which could aifect our
water supply reliabiijty.”

Local water digtrlot offickls
have already mage several cof-
pessions to help the Osh.

For example, water isirict
employees look for Bsh hefore
inflating the dams and contact
the parka district (0 rescue f1sh
in gEnger,

The district has alsa prom-

tsed o consliler releasing waler
to help the flsh i activists can
(ind an altersative waker sOUTCE.

. County Wate

. manager Jim Beard Dec. 31,

oot Aaus  #/3/98

New boss
at district
water plant

By Hristin Butler
STAFF WRITER

FREMONT — FProviding
enough  high-quality water to
keep up with thé growing de-
mands of tesidents and busk
nesses in the Trl-Clties 1s Panl
Piralne's biggest challenge,

Firaino, 48, hecame the new
general manag]gr of the Alameda
t District this weelk.
He ook over the post at the spe-
cial district — which supplies
water for 300,000 residents In
Fremomnt,  Newarl and Union
City — from ‘ veteran general
!
Firalno has worked as per-
gonnel manager, administratdon
menager and assistant general
menager for the diswict shnce
1882, :

"y hope 1 1l be sble to
comtinue the tradifion of quality
serviee we are -lnown for
throughout the atate,” azid Pl-
ratno, who i the aixth person to
hold the position sioce  the
ageney was cregted 1o 1914, -

Challenges facing him Include
managing 190 employess and
two water-treatment plants,
keeping the water hoard abreast
of local and statewlde wafer is-
sues, and respoundlng to the
needs of the public.

Plraltio said he plans £o try {o
find addittonal areas to store
rainwater collected duting wet
seanons, romplete a major reha-
bilitation of ‘the oiy's older
water treatment plant and con-
atriet a brackish-water desall
nation plant, i

- He alsa will have lo deal w
the fght by environmentalists
Lring wild sabmon aod end:
%ereci oot back to Alame

reel, which the agency uses
help repienish  groundwa
supplies,

Ancthier challenge is to m:
sure Tri-Citles water auppl
are not hampered by growth
the Trt-Valley area, he said.

He has not yet chor
someone o replace him as
sistant peneral mariager.

Piraltio has more than
years of public-agency man:
ment experience, having wor.
for the State of California, .
meda County and Daly City,

Plraino - tecetved his am
graduate degree in histery fi
Henyon College in Gamk
Chin, and holds a master's
gree in public admindstrat
He 15 working on a master’s
?ee it businesa administra
‘;rom City University in Bella

a.

Firaino Hves in Cakland
{5 married with three childee

The water boavd chess
to replace Beard t June. B
retized this noomnth after wor
- for the district for 14 years
of those as general manager

Beard meved to Atizona
plans to atay active as a co
tamt and a corps member o
Christlan  Environmental
ciatlon.



