Steelhead
spotted
heading

upcreek

Trout may be making
comeback in Alameda .-

By Kristin Buter &
STAFF WRITER

FREMONT — About a dozen wild steel-

head trenf were apotted trying to scale a
concrete welr in Alameda Creek
Wednesday afterioon, suggesting that the
threatened specles s tylng to make a
comeback in local waters, ;

The fish were found by sevéral state
and federal officials, who were visiting the
ereak to deaign a flah ladder for the area
near the BART trachs and Peralis Boule-
vard, Steelhead have been spoited alone
or in palrs swimming upstream In 'the
creck at least three tmes since November,
but never in such large numbers,

Envirommentaliats say the latest

sighting proves the steelhead are trylng to
swimn up Alameda Creel; from. the Bay to
the spawiiing grounds they favored dee-
ades ago, But the weir and several inflat-
able dames used o collect drinking water
now alter the flow and bar the way for fish
traveling upstream, i ;

“This, for us, is the proof — a slgn —
that 2 number of wild fish are frying to
use the system,” safd Jeff Millex, an ac-
tiviat with the Alaneda Creek AlMance, a
group of local envirorenentabists and fish-
ennen who have been fighting to restore
steelhead and salmon rung to the creek
for more than a year, T

Reguiatory agencies, including the Ala-
meda County Water Diatrict, say they are
already carrying out measures to protect
the fish, For exampie, the Alameda
County Water District {5 traloing em-
ployees to look for flah before inflating the
damis and to contact the parks district
when fish need to he rescued, General
Manager Faul Piraing said.
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But officlals have also expressed con-
cerns that changes needed to help the
steelhead could feopardize local water
supplies, They say the Alameda County
Water District would need to divert water
from 8 normal flow to replenish drinitng
water supplies.

Despite a 120-foot net brought in
Wednesday by biologlsta from the Rast
Bay Reglonal Parks Distelct, the fish es-
caped and hd, Officials plan to try again
tn cateh the fish Friday. If snccessful, they
will transport the flsh upstream’ to ab-
reeding habitat, :



