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ARIC CRABE — =1l
Members of the Alameda Creek Alliance work to catch a steelhead trout trapped In Alameda
Creek,

Activists say San Francisco
ignoring steelhead in creek

By Matt Carter

STAFF VWSITER

PLEASANTON — First il was
dust. Now It's fsh.

San Francisce's  long-lerm
plans for managing s huoge
landholdings in ihe Easi Bay
won'l pass muster with environ-
mental regulators because they
ignore sleclhead rone with led-
eral profections, selivists say.

The 5San Franciscoe Public
Utllitles  Commission’s 36,000
avres in the Alameda Creck wa-
tershed includes the land sur-
rounding the San Anlonlo and
Calaveras reserveirs, The water-
shed is part 2 system of 11 res-
ervolrs in Lhe Bay Arvea and the
Slerra Nevada that San Fran-
clsea uses o supply drinking
waler 1o 2,4 million customers.

San Franciseo PUC officlals
held pulblic hearings in Pleas
anion and San Franciseo this
week 10 accep! conunents on A
report that outlines the eoviron-
mental impacts of their 20-vear
plan for mapaging the Alameda
Creek watershed,

In Plessanton oo Tuesday,
Supol residents  continued o
yoive their opposilion 1o one as-
pert of the plan — 4n cxpansion
of gravel mining operations near
e watncorporated town

Sunnl's only elected body, the
Canmnial Filmrs  Snkoand Frawed

paszed a resolution i 1957 de-
nouncing the plan as a threai o
children with asthma and other
respiratory problems because of
the dust it would produce.

Bul those rharges didn’l hold
up o courts, where uan activist
group’s challenges of  the
eounty’s Environmental lenpact
Feport {or the project were teé-
Jected o 1997, The group, Save
Our Bunol. bas nol given up 118
apposition, Fresidenl  Patricla
Stillinan wld San Francisco offi-
elals.

San Francisco officids like
the project hecause il glves
them more revenue [rom mining
companies and will boost their
capacity o store waler when
minlng s completed in 2055,
Altogether, the six water slorage
pits he mining wouald creale
wonlld store 63,200 acre Teet ol
waler — enough o supply a ciry
the size of Pleasanten for nearly
four yoars.

But lirst the San Francisco
PUCs five commissioners musl
vertify thar the Environmental
fmipact Report for the Alameds
Watershed Management Plan s
complete. And that certilieation
muat he able (O survive in court

Mut the Alameda Watersled
Management Plan is about more
than just rining.

Qan Breanciaras TR alaleg

there is a "low potential® thal
the Central Coast sleclhead
A ovean-going  rainbow  prouwf
listed as threatened in 1997 —
can lravel upstream oo oty
owned land,

Alamedd  Creek  Allfance's
Jell Miller agrees that the steel-
head's ability 10 reach historic
spawning gronands s blocked by
a flood-coniro]l dam where Bay
Area Rapid Transit traln tracks
cross Alameds Creek in Fre-
moni.

Bul a new report funded by
Alameda Counly and the
Coastal Conservancy 5 opli-
mistie that, by helping the fish
arcund the dam and other bar-
rievs, steelhead coold be re-
stored Lo the watershed,

Crgtes af the dreft BIR oo the
Alimentn Watershed  Muniage-
mend Plem ave avadohle for e
vy itk Boe Feeromd, Livermore,
Midpdtay awd Pleasadton Ji-
begriies. Writlen ermments il
b accepted  anldl & pom
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